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There are many grapevine varieties called Trebbiano;
often an amendment is added to indicate the town
 (e.g. Trebbiano di Nizza), region (e.g., Trebbiano Toscano)
or country (e.g. Trebbiano di Spagna) in which the vine is
grown, or to reflect some common morphological charac-
teristic (MOLON, 1906). In this paper, the genetic relationships
between various varieties of Trebbiano have been investi-
gated using the analyses of AFLPs and SSRs to determine
whether they are genetically related.
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S t a t i s t i c a l   a n a l y s i s :  Each microsatellite
allele or AFLP band was scored as a binary character for its
absence (0) or presence (1). In the case of microsatellite
analysis, presence was scored as (1) independently of the
heterozygous or homozygous state. The resulting data were
analysed using the software programme Genstat 5.
Similarity-dissimilarity matrices were computed using the
Jaccard’s coefficient (JC) (SNEATH and SOKAL 1973)
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The high degree of variability among the cultivars of
Trebbiano used in this study indicates that they are of vari-
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ous origin. In fact, of all the cultivars included in the study,
only ��"--����� ��� Soave,� ��"--����� �� Lugana and
Verdicchio were genetically similar. Indeed, cv. Verdicchio
was shown to be identical to Trebbiano di Soave, and is
obviously a synonym.

The names Greco bianco, Greco nero, Grecanico and
Grechetto are derived from the adjective ”Greek”. Our re-
sults, however, do not show a close genetic similarity be-
tween these cultivars and Trebbiano. Therefore, the name
Greco should not be considered a synonym of Trebbiano
on the basis of a genetic relationship, but, more probably,
reflects common oenological characteristics: e.g., alcoholic,
sweet and aromatic wines from overripe grapes.

An interesting genetic relation was detected between
Erbaluce and Clairette that shared 50 % of SSR alleles. The
names of these two varieties have a common semantic ori-
gin (Clairette from clarus - clear, bright, and Erbaluce from
albus and lux - daylight and light). They also share several
morphological traits and give rise to similar wines. However,
they are not genetically similar to the Trebbiano group.

It can be concluded that the cultivars named Trebbiano
probably do not have a common ancestor. However, they do
share many morphological characteristics, e.g. whitish ber-
ries, large bunches, late ripening, vigorous growth (MOLON

1906; BACCI 1959). Therefore, in agreement with the hypoth-
esis of HOHNERLEIN-BUCHINGER (1996) the name Trebbiano
is not derived from the Trebulanum, a particular place of
origin, but from the Frankonian term “Draibio” that means
vigorous shoot. The introduction of these vigorous and
productive varieties can be considered to be a consequence
of the agrarian policy of Charlemagne, who promoted a rapid
renewal of medieval Italian viticulture after the crisis of the
Roman empire.
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